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President’s Desk
The last month has been interesting for me in the flying capacity. I
mentioned in the last newsletter that I signed on with an organization
called SouthWings and had flown one flight with them. Well I got to fly
a second one this weekend. It was a different group of folks, but all with
the same purpose of opposing the opening of a titanium mine on the
very edge of Okefenokee swamp. Hopefully those flights will have some
impact on the decision making of elected leaders in that part of the
world.

I also took a friend and his son to Spartanburg for lunch a couple of
weeks ago. My friend had some interest in flying and I was trying to set
Joseph Britt
the hook. Apparently, I was successful as he took an introductory lesson
webmaster.eaa172@gmail.com
last Friday at Daniel and plans to pursue his pilots license. We were
also fortunate to meet Carl and Sandy Walther for lunch that day and
maybe they had a hand in convincing him as well. I am looking forward to following along with his
progress.

Webmaster

Good news for our chapter is that we have a secretary and newsletter editor again. Tom DeGroodt
volunteered for the position. Happy that we can continue with our great newsletter.
Fly safe!
Al

Photo of the Suwannee Riverkeeper flight # 2

New Chapter Secretary
Tom DeGroodt
It seems like good things happen to the EAA 172 Secretary in the summertime. In 2018, Alex LaFave
found a great new job working for Garmin. In 2019, Jeff Lovejoy found a great new job as Manager
for Operations & Maintenance at Westfield-Barnes Regional Airport in Massachusetts. This left the
club looking for a secretary….Again. Well, at this time, I would like to introduce myself as the new
EAA 172 secretary, Tom DeGroodt. My wife and I have been quiet members in the club since 2012.
We have volunteered at most of the Boshear’s Skyfest events as well as the club fly-ins, attend
meetings / presentations as our schedules will accommodate, but we always remained in the
background.
I grew up in New York, about 90 miles north of New York City on the Hudson River, Hyde Park,
which is a little bigger than Harlem, Georgia. When people say, “Oh, you’re from New York!”, I just
laugh and explain I come from the pretty part, not the part they’re thinking of.
I have been involved with aviation since I was interested in flying radio control airplanes in 1972 at
the age of 10. At first, I couldn’t afford an RC plane, so I flew control line. On weekends I would bike
5 miles each way to the Radio Control field, to be the annoying kid, asking questions. Back then a
low-cost radio system cost $250.00. That was a ton of money for a kid that mowed yards for $3.00.
In 1973, I was recruited to help the local club put on the Mid-Hudson R/C WW1 Jamboree at Cole
Palen’s Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome.

The Aerodrome was built on Cole Palen’s personal property, a farm. The original WW1 planes liked a
runway with very tall grass to slow them down and help stop groundloops. So, come September the
grass was way too long for the RC planes. That meant I got to help with what I was good at, push a
lawn mower on the 2,000 foot runway. Cole’s legacy remains alive as the Aerodrome still runs today.

I dabbled with getting my PPL in the early 1980’s but ran out of money. I took about a 10-year
sabbatical from R/C flying and airplanes to drink beer and chase girls. I started flying R/C again in
the early 90’s and started chasing the girl I would marry in 1994. Ely and I were married in 1995 and after sharing with her my life-long dreams, she encouraged me to finish my PPL. I became a pilot
in 1996 a month before our son, Dakota was born. Since I knew we wanted to use flying to travel I got
my instrument rating in 1998. Ely and both love airplane noise and the smell of 100LL. She has
taken a pinch hitter course so that she can land the plane if needed. On our cross country trips she
can spot traffic before I can and handles some of the radio duties.
We have moved around a bit – from the Chicago area where I first got my PPL on to the Quad Cities.
The Quad Cities is located on the Mississippi River which runs between Illinois and Iowa. We lived on
the Illinois side with the Quad City International Airport. On the Iowa side was the Davenport
Municipal Airport, a GA FBO facility. Both airports were very GA friendly and welcomed pilots. I
became a member of the Flying Country Club and pursued my IFR rating. During this time, Ely and I
became active in the Wannabe a Pilot program where we successfully introduced 100’s of interested
individuals, all ages, to the world of aviation. This once a year, weekend program included a Ground
School session one night and then flying all day on a Saturday. We flew CAP and Young Eagles during
the same time. Work moved us west, yet again, to the Des Moines, IA area. GA was a lot slower in
this location and we didn’t get as much flying in as we would have liked in our 7 years there. We
moved to the CSRA in February of 2011 and plan to remain here, until we can lose our Yankee status.

Workshop Opportunities:
At our August meeting we announced plans to offer a riveting seminar early next year. A few folks
have already signed up. We will teach you how to build an aluminum tool box using several riveting
techniques. The tool box kit is $35. Send payment in advance to our Treasurer, Sandy Walther, and
we will order the kits for you. If you are interested, you can let us know by paying the money for the
kit. This offer will remain open for several months before we finalize the date which will be early next
year.
We also have the opportunity to hold a fabric covering workshop for $65 each. We are NOT taking
money at this time, but you can express your interest in the fabric covering workshop by contacting Al
Nodorft.

September – Wren’s Fly-In
Sandy Walther
This year’s fly-in had some low clouds that made cross country flight challenging but was perfect for
the Gyro guys. As in years past a special thanks to Sid Brown and his family for their years of
continued dedication in helping coordinate everything from having the Wrens facility ready, to setting
up grills and cooking hot dogs, sausage dogs and hamburgers which we all enjoyed.

Without a “cloud rating”, I ditched my plan to fly in and decided to drive to Wrens. As I parked the car,
I spotted several gleaming gyros surrounded by gawkers. Joining the crowd around a burgundy gyro,
I noticed a tall guy in a Carolina Barnstormers hat. “Do you own this one,” I asked. “I sure do” he
replied. “My name is Barry”. We chatted for a while about his group and the many years he had flown
into this Wrens event. “We love coming to Wrens. It’s a great place to fly gyros,” Barry said. “Want to
go for a ride?” My eyes lit up. “You betcha” I exclaimed enthusiastically. I folded myself into the left
side because Barry told me the German manufactures deemed the right side to be, well, the right side
for a pilot’s place. The particular gyro had a shell with doors rather than a raw steel frame with a chair
welded on and open to the elements. That probably meant this gyro cost twice as much.

We rolled out to the taxiway and Barry started the top propeller spinning. Gyros have the main engine
in back, kind of a pusher prop style airplane. The big difference is instead of fixed wings to provide lift
and directional control, gyros use the top propeller. Once the prop was spinning fast enough while the
engine pushed us down the runway, we lifted off and began a steep climb. “Wow! This thing climbs
much faster than my tail dragger,” I marveled. We didn’t need much rudder because the tail design
and pusher prop configuration tend to cancel out the kind of (centrifugal?) force we normally have
with fixed wing takeoffs. We also did not even feel the impact of the 10+ knot winds. Gyros don’t have
problems taking off in higher wind conditions because of their Prop and engine configuration.

After buzzing the trees and cotton fields surrounding Wrens, Barry demonstrated a stall. He said
gyros are not like helicopters which drop like a rock when the engine quits. He pointed the nose
slightly up and reduced power until the airspeed bled to zero. Then we slowly began sinking, gently
drifting downward. With a push on the throttle, Barry halted our drop and we moved forward once
again. He let me fly a bit then returned to the airport. We approached lower than a normal fixed wing
view. We touched down perfectly (that’s my story as I promised Barry) and Barry began applying the
brake to the propeller. He likes the propeller to stop parallel to the fuselage. The engine pushed us
down the taxiway until we reached our parking spot. I emerged with a big grin and thanked Barry for
my first gyro ride. What a fantastic experience! If you ever come across a gyro and it’s owner, ask if
they will give you a ride. Gyro owners love to show off their aircraft (don’t we all!) and promote their
unique style of flying.
Several EAA 172 members were present for the Wrens Fly-in. Nandi Shetty flew his Cessna 172. Al
Nodorft and Tom DeGroodt arrived in Al’s aircraft. John Magnan was walking around checking the
tents, tables and chairs.

This month’s Night Out/Eat Out will be at: Sheehan’s Irish Pub, 2571 Central Ave,
Augusta. We’ll meet about 6:30PM on Thursday, October 26th. Please join us -- we try to get there a
little early for socializing and beverages!

Exciting notes about the October meeting with Dan Aldridge.
2019 marks the 110th anniversary of the first flight of a monoplane in the United States. Few people
know the story of how Ben Epps (age 21) and his partner, Zumpt Huff (age 19), both from Athens, GA,
built and flew the first monoplane on August 28, 1909. This was also the first flight of an airplane in
Georgia. The year in which this flight occurred had been lost for over 100 years. It was not
rediscovered until I found it and, after six years of researching the facts of this amazing story,
published it in my book, To Lasso the Clouds, The Beginning of Aviation in Georgia (Macon, GA:
Mercer University Press, 2016). I was the winner of the 2017 Georgia Author of the Year Award
Finalist, History Category and the Georgia Archives Award for Excellence in Documenting Georgia’s
History. I have also published articles about this flight in Air & Space/Smithsonian and Georgia
BackRoads magazines.

October Meeting – 110th Anniversary of First Flight in Georgia – Dan Aldridge:
Meeting will be at Daniel Field in the room above the main FBO area.

November meeting:
The November meeting will be at the Pea Patch (61GA). We will have Vern Horne presenting on the
EAA/AMA collaboration, building an electric Radio Controlled Airplane with some local STEM
students. The building of the airplane took place in the weather building at the Augusta airport.

Meeting Schedule
Month

Day Time Event

October

12

November

9

December

14

10:30
am
12:30
pm
12:30
pm

Location Food

110th

Anniversary of Flight in
Georgia – Dan Aldridge
RC Demo

Daniel Field Pastries/Coffee
Lunch at Village Deli
Pea Patch
Hot dogs and burgers

Chapter Christmas Party

Pea Patch

Turkey/Ham

Advertisements
Plane to give away!
Ralph Mott is a former member of EAA Chapter 172 and
many years ago bought a Junior Ace project from us.
Unfortunately, he never completed the project, but now
wants to give it to anyone that is interested in finishing
it. Apparently, it is fairly complete but one wing will
have to be rebuilt for sure. Ralph can be contacted by
phone or email.
Phone: 803-279-0796
Email: mott8291@bellsouth.net

WHERE TO FIND US:
EAA172 meets every 2nd Saturday of the month at several locations around Augusta, GA throughout the year. However, our primary
meeting place is at our chapter clubhouse on Pea Patch Aerodrome (61GA) in Blythe, GA. Take Route 1 toward Blythe, turn south at the
Citgo/Quik Mart station onto Bath-Edie Road. At the first intersection, turn right onto Patterson Road and follow ¼ mile. Make a left
turn onto Boulineau Road (across from the Rec Center) and drive 1 mile. The entrance to Pea Patch is on your right. The clubhouse is at
the end of a row of hangars next to the grass strip, just south of the windsock.

EAA Chapter 172:
https://eaa172.org/

https://www.facebook.com/eaa172/

